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TCC on the March

--submitted by Sue Howard --

Forty-five members and friends representing Tewkgkllongregational Church joined our Kazoo Band in
the Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 25th. Whared-t shirts and playing popular hymns such as
Jesus Loves Mé&mazing Gracand the childhood favorit&his Little Light of Mineelicited an
overwhelming response from the crowd as many pesgoig along to the beat of the music.

Eleanor Corey and Kay Lee were driven along thagaroute in an open convertible by Jim Keddiere®e
Santoro drove her van to assist any marcher whd tuoe to the distance from TCC's parking lot toRite
Aid Plaza. Bob Jenkins had his car available tp lsbuttle the band back to church.

It was a great formation of marchers and instrushenth Brian Goodell playing his trumpet and Tinmpth
Jenkins playing his ‘made-to-order instrument’ ifua-filled afternoon.

Earlier that morning, the Missions Team headeddaynXarr provided townspeople with the opportutaty
enjoy breakfast at TCC with servings of hot pansakausages, fresh fruit and homemade muffins biegn
at 8:00am.

A new tradition was born Monday as hopes are tdicoe the Kazoo Band and to enjoy many more yefars o
great tasting Memorial Day breakfasts served at. TCC

Memorial Day photos taken by Marlene
Gasdia-Cochrane and Donna Haines.




Tewksbury Congregational Church

June/July 2009

A Message from the Pastor

Dear friends at TCC,

We are well into our 275th celebration. We have weled the Historical Society to place a
display in our space and to invite the town to@@econnection to the history of Tewksbury. We have
served the town at Zero Waste Day... a terrificallgcessful first effort. And we have carried onewaf
purple banners in the Memorial Day parade... antseane fun with our noisy kazoos!!

Now we are going a bit deeper into the meaninghisfspecial birthday for our town and our
church. The deacons are studying our original coven@ver the summer and into the early fall they
will be reflecting on its meanings and invitingtoesaffirm the intention of this original covenant in
contemporary language and thinking. Because we ¢mmneso many religious backgrounds, soaking up
these meanings can be a chance for each of upteaate the genius and the special challengesinfb
a covenantal church... a church that takes its g@ito each other and to God to heart.

But ... we have been doing that already! To be &wamtal people is to have generous,
respectful conversations with each other. We hawked at that this winter and spring and | am gtad f
that work. Pat Baldwin, our moderator and the cbh&i€ouncil, has helped shape a time and space that
has allowed criticisms of my ministry to developam constructive conversation about my ministrg an
our work together. | am grateful for the overallrgpf this work and for the hours that some of yave
put into this conversation ... petitioners, Counbgacons, PPRC. The good faith and the desirdnéor t
good of our community has been evident from aksidl thank God for that work. | believe we are a
more robust community because we have worked dsawe.

We are entering the summer months. Our worship ienmtimate and we have time for sharing
at a different level on Sunday morning. With prognaimg for children during the worship hour, we hope
that every family will continue their heart tiedar church in these important months. But let's dls@
covenantal church...a church of promise and relatigns during this summer time... taking the effart t
reach out to each other in friendship and servist@ying involved in the important mission actest of
our church and growing in our love and simple agafor each other.

Wishing you God'’s peace,

Your pastor,

Pastor Jonathan



Missions
-Submitted by Beth McFayden-

Mission Project Results (April and May)

* 4 heifers purchased through our annual Heifer Gagmp

» 271 kits collected from 9 different churches at seicond annual Church World Service Depot
 $1300 raised for Project Bread by the TCC WalkHonger Team

» Care packages sent to Florinda and Dario, oursped students in Guatemala

» 15 TCC volunteers served at the Community Pamiryife Postal Carrier Food Drive
» Another successful Mexico Mission Trip!

* More than 50 TCC volunteers participating in Z@vaste Day

* Lots of meals delivered to TCC members throughibecas’ Kitchen program

* Many bags of food collected and delivered to tea/Rsbury Community Pantry

* Dinner served and brownies baked for LTLC in Aprild May

Zero Waste Day

TCC joined hands and hearts as more than 50 memblersteered their time and talent to assist wighaZ
Waste Day on Saturday, May 16th. We’'ll never tuhgerstand the impact that we made on the clants
the eleven participating charities, but we’d loweshare the following results with you:

» 400+ cars participating

» 3 box trucks carrying 13,000 Ibs. of electroniesyrcling

» $602 for the 4th of July fireworks (through elexctics recycling fees)

* 83 bikes for Bikes Not Bombs

» 3 box trucks full of donations for Wish Projectlaiwell

1 box truck full of donations for each of the @lling charities: Mission of Deeds, Community Givifigee,
Lazarus House, Saint Vincent de Paul, Big Brothgr3ster, Boston Building Materials Resource Center

* 4 vans full of donations for Project Home Agaita{ed by The Mother Connection)

* 4 pick-up trucks full of books and videos for RARA and Dewing Got Books bins

» 2 SUVs full of donations for Nevin's Farm, MSPCA kée

When you have a chance, take a moment to viewlitteshow photos found on our website at
www.tewksburycc.org/zerowasteday

Summer Coffee Hour
Would you be willing to make and serve coffee ot pne Sunday this Summer? We need
only 12 individuals/families/or mini-teams to offéreir service. Supplies (coffee, lemonade,
cookies) are provided, although you are welcomsugiomize it in any way you see fit. It's
even fine and dandy to just make cold drinks artdura on the coffee pot. Traditionally, on
nice weather days, coffee is served on the fromn land it is a lovely way to end our worship
together. Please consider this hospitality oppatyuand select an available date on the
Helping Hands bulletin board.

. More Missions




Missions

-continued-

Missions Committee Ongoing Project Updates:

LTLC Meal Serving Dates~ Thursday, June 11th, Sunday, June 14th, Thurddéy9th and Sunday, July
12th, Sunday, August 9th, and Thursday, August.1Bthet in the TCC parking lot at 4:45 to carpool.
Contact Cathie Seaman (Sunday) or Jean Metcalfrédiay) for info.

Brownie Baking for LTLC ~ Wednesday, June 10th, and Wednesday, July 8tiiVaddesday, August 12th
in the TCC Kitchen from 7:00-9:00. If you cannaikle, perhaps you'd like to donate ingredients”-8ig
sheets are located on the Helping Hands Bulletiar&o

Dorcas’ Kitchen ~ Do you know a member who needs a bit of TLC fra@CP Contact Roberta Kane at
978-667-4923 or Louise Gearty at 978-851-2590 heg will coordinate the delivery of a tasty meattwi
love from our church family.

Toiletry Collection ~ As you head out on summer vacation, perhaps ybe'fitaying in accommodations
that provide travel-sized toiletries. If you d@ sure to bring those treasures back to TCC savhatan use
them to create toiletry kits for LTLC. The collamst bin is located in the Narthex.

Food Pantry Collection~ Our summertime support of the Pantry is criticatreey meet the needs of their
growing list of clients. Please consider bringyogir non-perishable donations to church and wedeiliver
them to the Pantry for you. Remember: No glasi#dsmmo expired foods, and no items in cellophaexgs
(like pastas) as they damage easily.

Mission Grant ~ In memory of Holly Bussey

The Missions Committee is pleased to announcethiea®1 $250 Missions Grant has been awarded to the
Twin Cities Girls’ Academy in Fitchburg. TCGA isCGhristian Boarding and Counseling School for girls
ages 13-17 with life controlling problems, includisubstance abuse. Cathie Seaman applied fayrdms in
memory of our much loved Holly Bussey who passedyaiv March after personal struggles with addiction
Holly deeply lovedand was lovedby the children of TCC. She often spoke of wantmgrotect them from
the dangers of drugs and alcohol so that they woatdvalk the difficult road she had traveled. Téiant is
truly a gift from Holly and a symbol of her lovednare for her church family.

Twin Cities Girls’ Academy is one of 170 Centerghe United States managed by Teen Challenge.
Established in 1958, Teen Challenge has helpeds#muls of teenagers to make the right choices aaddale
healthy Christian life. For more information ornstivonderful organization, please visit their websit:
www.tcfitchburg.org

The deadline for the next $250 Missions Grant ieJ80th. Applications can be found online at
www.tewksburycc.ordgn the Missions/Outreach pages under Forms and idents, or hard copies are
available at the mailboxes, outside of the churftlce




MEXICO MISSION HIGHLIGHTS

-Submitted by Jean Carr-

The Mexico Mission team arrived back in TewksbunySaturday April 25. The team had an amazing week
of outreach to the local community by doing VBS men’s time, passing out bags of food and even a day
where men and women were invited to come to viemogie and hear praise and worship.

Our first VBS day we saw less than 100 children,tba Tewksbury team was organized and provided not
only a craft, but also a story where the teensdagkeng. We saw many smiles on so many facesithat

On Wednesday, we offered the local women an oppibytto learn how to do self-breast exams, ask
guestions of our nurses and to also learn how teeraacross necklace. That day we saw a little 6Qer
women and babysat numerous children ages 5 ana.ur@@er musical teens also provided some
entertainment for the women by singing English sdiog them. In the afternoon on Wednesday, our VBS
kids returned, only this time there were approxehal20 of them! Still our VBS team did an amazjoly
and each child walked away with handmade craftsotimelr goodies.

Thursday was our day to distribute bags of foodbi¢docals. We broke into seven teams, each with a
translator and off we went. The day was windy hat] but we were able to distribute over 300 bagsd
the course of the day. Our final outreach occuare&riday where we invited both men and womerotoe
to our site and view a movie. We had over 100 fgeafiend and babysat over 80, 5 and under kidesdh
adult outreaches hold a special spot for our tesitast year was the first time they were offered iamas
our team that did the first groups. Since thea,dttreaches have grown by leaps and bounds. Wéa&a
people give themselves to Christ on Friday alonteuly was amazing.

But our trip was not just about outreach. We didstruction as well. Of course a trip to Mexicoulgbnot
be complete without cement to mix and we were igggpointed. We poured the foundation for one ef th
walls that is being built around the team dormspeered a sidewalk of cement for one of the tearmdo
that has been built, we painted, we shoveled andelged get a septic tank ready. While some were
constructing, others scooped bags of rice, beath$laur. The rice, beans and flour come in 100 mbbags
and then need to be put into bags of 2 -3 poulids.bagged all day and were able to create ovefatiD
bags each containing rice, beans and flour. Itlvemswuse of all our fundraising efforts and suptiat we
were able to purchase so much food. Thank You.

Probably one of the biggest highlights for the teaas our opportunity to go to Pastor Nacho’s chunch
Wednesday to worship with his congregation. Tleiarywas especially special because many of ousteen
along with Pastor Jonathan started the first ¥z bdworship by singing and playing their instrunmgent

There are so many stories to tell of our trip ardhave so many of you to thank for helping us nihleetrip
successful. Thank you to everyone whether youaue@ our fundraisers, became a prayer partngoebel
one of our subteams get ready or if you just prdgeds on your own, it all made a difference!

The team would like to invite the congregationtiead a special evening of desserts and picturédagn
31st at 6;00. The team will supply the dessertbvaiti show a slideshow of our trip. Please join Uor
anyone interested in going on a trip, recruitmentie next trip will begin in September 2009, the is
scheduled for October 9 — 16 2010. The first 24pfewho put down a $200 deposit will be part of tixem.
Children under the age of 16 must be accompanieadggrent. Children 16 — 18 must be accompaniea by
parent or team participant who is willing to taksponsibility for the child.

More Missions



Sunday School Happenings

-submitted by Rita Masters, DRE-

Mark Your Calendar

June 7 Lastregular scheduled Sunday School classes

June 14 Youth Sundayduring Sunday morning worship a special worshigethm celebrate all the
youth Ministry programs offered throughout the year

June 14 All Church Picnic — Fellowship Hall, after worship+un, Fellowship and Food!!

June 21 NO Sunday school classes

June 28 Mini Sunday Schoobegins for preschool children through grade 2. Caidwill be

dismissed from worship after the “Children’s Tinte"a classroom. This program will run

June 28 through August 30.

Ways you can help this summer

*Help with child care in the Nursery

*Help teach in the Mini Sunday school

*Help with preparing supplies and material for #edl Sunday school program

Some closing thoughts

This summer | will be stepping down from my positi@s Director of Religious Education. This has been a
very rewarding and exciting time for me. Bob arfilst came to TCC in January 1972. We had just moved
to Tewksbury and our first place to worship was TQCthe fall we joined TCC and | assumed my ficder

in the Sunday school as superintendent of the Susctaool. Margo Abbott, the acting DRE, told me lgein
the superintendent would be a great way to meetpemple. Not only has it been a great way to meet
people, it has opened a faith journey | never wiade imagined. To explain what | mean is somethkgg
one of those special gifts that is beautifully woa@. As you open it up you find another wrapped ayiit

this just keeps continuing until the final giftuswrapped. My role here at TCC has been many wrapped
gifts: superintendent, junior and senior high fektip leader, Sunday school teacher, RE board member
and DRE. Each has been a wonderful gift from Godtaade many years have helped me to grow in my
faith and allowed me to serve TCC. Thank you foovaihg me to have been part of Christian education
programs for over 30 years. | have been blessed.

Rita Masters, DRE

All Church Picnic Sunday, June 14 Sign up
Yes, | plan to attend the picnic # adults # children
| will bring a salad ora dessert to the picnic

Please leave in the church office or with your Sunday morning offering.



Note from the Church Secretary ...

-Submitted by Sue Howard-

Crickett Foss and Rita Masters taken on
Palm Sunday two years ago as they
prepared to give out palms with the
students.

Our association has been a long one--at least gégins. We share the same office with our deskarasgul
only by a conference table. When she’s working@unday school project, | can hear the tearing and
clipping of paper. | also hear the rustle of siggphs paints are gathered, brushes, and varioessted
for color. Sometimes she uses an array of bottiaer colors, other times, it's glue and colorfuhstyuction
paper, all the time working in the background whitgpe on my computer.

Working with Rita, the DRE, has been a joy. Shexisemely creative. She assembles every projattlie
Sunday school children will work on in their clasams to determine if the student is able to d&ie’ll
listen to every song that may come with a CD preglidyCokesburythe publishing company that supplies
our Sunday school material. She coordinates ngefor her teaching staff, a dinner in Decemberand
cookout in the spring. She offers her teachinff ataopportunity to attend seminars, to have tlstup-to-
date classroom material, and she welcomes everyamaily who wants their child to attend Sunday saho
at TCC.

Both of us love to cook and we love to eat! Botli®enjoy reading food magazines and cookbooks. |
couldn’t have found a better office companionhiald ordered one specifically for the TCC churcliceff
And now, Rita is retiring. She will be greatly sesl at our staff meetings, in the church office andny co-
worker and friend. Knowing how much joy she getsif her grandchildren, her daughters, Carolyn and
Sarah, and how she enjoys traveling with her hugbab, |1 wish Rita the very best as she closesltiog in
the office and opens another in her life’s journey.




Junior Youth Group

By JOJO Scharmer

Junior Youth Group gives service...

As this year draws to a close, | have to say hawgi am of the Junior Youth Group kids. We haad h
tons of fun, have grown closer to God, have becomee aware of God’s Word and what it contains and
have become more integrated with TCC as a whole.

We have two major events left and it is with sadrtbat | will see four youth graduate to the SeiYiouth
Group (Cody, Rob, Emily and Alex). They will betnendous assets to that program and | wish them the
very best!

| wish everyone a blessed summer and cannot wagdavhat God has in store for us next year.
JOJO

A Message from the President

Hello, my name is Jennie Muse and I'm the presidemCC's Junior Youth Group (JYG). Being president
has been such an honor. My favorite part of bpmegident was getting a say in what some of the dYG'
trips and activities would be. So far this yeay, favorite thing we did was our Cape Cod retrdajot
closer to God and got to experience the sunsenkker before! The opportunity to live in the samoeise
with the other kids in JYG was one | will neverdet. Another thing we did was a backwards progvessi
dinner. It was weird having dessert first and ttlenmain course. Meeting with the other officarsfficer
meetings was fun, yet at the same time made usvegkmature. | felt a sense of pride fulfilling rduties
as president. | can't wait for another fun-fillgghr, but first | have a couple things to say.JbJo and
Cricket - we love you and want to thank you so mu2l).Emily, Josh, and Cody — you are great officers
3.) Thank you to all the parents who have helpethrmighout the year.

Jennie Muse,
Junior Youth Group President

Friendship Circle

-Submitted by Sarah San Clemente-

The ladies of Friendship Circle met earlier thismimofor a lovely brunch and program provided by ke
Hall. We also began the planning for next year aredpéeased to announce the following events. In
September we will host a "Welcome Back Potluck Bhin In October we will be touring the fall

foliage. In November we will be teaming up with Hidly Friends to make greens and crafts to selleat th
Holiday Fair and in December we will again be hagtbour Annual Brunch at the Holiday Inn.

We have decided to cancel our meeting in Junealtedtic schedules and instead will meet in Julyafo
Canal Tour - we will provide more information on tlsaon, but this is a great activity for children t
attend! Happy summer everyone!



Finance Committee
-Submitted by Russ Adams-

Cash Flow Appeal
The cash flow (revenue intake vs. expense distahyfor the 2009 Operating Budget is running
very close together. We need your help.

Keep your pledges current during the summer moittepaying and mailing your contribution are
two options if you are going away on vacation oif mot be in church.

For those who can, consider making an extra waak@ge or donation. Include your intent in the
note section of your check to assist the Finar®earetary, Michael Wildeman, in recording your
contributions accurately.

Thank you for your consideration and continued sup@f our programs.

275" Anniversary Celebration Events

Submitted by Mary Lou Adams

Thanks to all who helped with o@75th Open House and Historical Society Exhibibn April 24 -
26, 2009. There was a wonderful sense of camamdsrong those who raked and readied the

church grounds, painted and cleaned the hallwaywastty, and baked and served food during th
weekend!

| thank you for the support you gave to our churclgiyng seed money, arranging publicity,
baking, arranging flowers, or giving of your time. $ja thanks goes to the Trustees, Ralph and
Galil Bliss, Linda Bowley, Russell Adams, the cusardi, and Sue Howard.

Look for more coming events to celebrate the 2¥gtr of Tewksbury Congregational Church!
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UCC News Brief

--submitted by Christopher Jenkins-

The 27th General Synod of the United Church of §€hsi June 26-30, 2009 in Grand Rapids, Michigath an
there is still time to register. There will be sealespportunities for service, presentations, eni@mant and
worship throughout the weekend and you can sigiougll or part at different rates. A key item ofdiness
will be discussions around unifying the governmafithe National Setting under a single Board of
Directors. Currently, there are four Covenanted btineés each with separate Boards of Directors. ehali:d
Synod in Hartford in 2007 and very much enjoyedat] am going to Grand Rapids. More information can
be found atvww.ucc.org/synod

Also, a change of leadership is coming to the Neath Area of the Massachusetts Conference. Rev. Don
Remick has been called to be our Associate Conderbhnister as of August 1st. He succeeds Rev. Carol
Atwood-Lyon who has been acting ACM since the deparof Rev. Dr. Mike Penn-Strah. Also, as of the
Association meeting on May 3rd, Stephanie Muselard no longer on the Board of Directors. | conéia
distribute an email calendar of public events is@gation churches which is open to all interested
members. If you wish to receive this calendar tvéigaonth please go teww.tewksburycc.or@nd click
"Andover Association Newsletter" under externakén

On a personal note, | hope all is well with evemolive been attending Rock Spring Congregation@lCU
in Arlington, VA, but my membership and my heart eemin Tewksbury. I've heard that people have been
asking after me and | very much appreciate it.

Blessings,
Christopher Jenkins

OUR BIG BANNERS

Our big banners in the front of the church wereteé by a local sign maker for the theme of ouf275
anniversary. They were hung as part of the préjparaf our church welcoming the town on April'2and

26". The side banner was created for the Memorial fzagide. Together they let the community know that
we are the gathering church for the town.

The banners were commissioned by Council and paittdm several sources...the Friendship Circle, the
Missions Committee, Membership & Enlistment, anvidlial donor and the Pastor through his discretipna
budget.

Pat Baldwin, chair of Council



BACK PAGE NOTES

In theTewksbury Town Criemn
Wednesday, May 20 there were

two articles of interest to TCC; one
was aboufewksbury ‘going green’
and the other wadlexican mission
trip brings joy near and farboth
articles were on the front page of the

paper. Beth MCFadyen wrote a Donated bikes collected on Zero Waste Day — Photo

submitted by Donna Haines.

thank you note to the Editor
thanking the organizers of
Tewksbury’s Zero Waste Day and to
the donors and many community
supporters that made Saturday’s
(5/16) event a huge success. She
writes: “Our goal of 150 cars was
far exceeded with more than 400
donors driving through our drop-off
loop in the High School parking lot.
The eleven participating charities
were thrilled with the quality of the
donations of everything from
clothing to baby gear, furniture to
building supplies, and (almost)
everything in between.”

On page 6 of this newsletter, Jean
Carr provides an overview of the
Mexico mission trip. Jayne Miller

of theCrier interviewed Sue
Trudeau and Joanne Kenney for the
write-up in theCrier. The church
office has a copy of the articles and
if you would like to read them,
please see Sue in the office.

Don't forget to let the church
secretary (978-851-9411) know if
you have a child graduating this
year from high school or college.
Information will be published in
the June 14 bulletin.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

The 2009 Tewksbury Ecumenical
Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be
held at St. William’s, Monday, August 3
through Friday, August7from 9:00am
until 12 noon.

VBS is for pre-school children ages 4 and
5 and elementary children ages 6-10.
The cost is $25 for the first child and $15
for each additional child in the same
family.

This year’s theme i€rocodile Dockand
Bible stories will focus on the following
themes:

-God is with us.

-God is powerful.

-God does what He says He'll do.
-God gives new life.

-God cares for us.

There are many volunteer opportunities
at VBS for teens and adults.

If you would like to register your child
for VBS, please see Cathie Seaman or
call the church office at 978-851-9411.



