
��� �

Tewksbury
Congregational 

Church

10 East Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

phone:
978-851-9411

fax:
978-851-9413

e-mail:
��������	

����
�������

website:
www.tewksburycc.org

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
Permit No. 1

Tewksbury, MA 01876

Return Service Requested

Place Label Here

���������
��	
������

�������
��������������

Celebrating 275 Years of…
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TCC on the March
--submitted by Sue Howard --

Forty-five members and friends representing Tewksbury Congregational Church joined our Kazoo Band in 
the Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 25th.  Wearing red-t shirts and playing popular hymns such as 
Jesus Loves Me, Amazing Graceand the childhood favorite, This Little Light of Mineelicited an 
overwhelming response from the crowd as many people sang along to the beat of the music. 

Eleanor Corey and Kay Lee were driven along the parade route in an open convertible by Jim Keddie.  Serena 
Santoro drove her van to assist any marcher who tired due to the distance from TCC’s parking lot to the Rite 
Aid Plaza. Bob Jenkins had his car available to help shuttle the band back to church.

It was a great formation of marchers and instruments with Brian Goodell playing his trumpet and Timothy 
Jenkins playing his ‘made-to-order instrument’ in a fun-filled afternoon. 

Earlier that morning, the Missions Team headed by Jean Carr provided townspeople with the opportunity to 
enjoy breakfast at TCC with servings of hot pancakes, sausages, fresh fruit and homemade muffins beginning 
at 8:00am.  

A new tradition was born Monday as hopes are to continue the Kazoo Band and to enjoy many more years of 
great tasting Memorial Day breakfasts served at TCC.

Memorial Day photos taken by Marlene 
Gasdia-Cochrane and Donna Haines.
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A Message from the Pastor
Dear friends at TCC,

We are well into our 275th celebration. We have welcomed the Historical Society to place a 
display in our space and to invite the town to see our connection to the history of Tewksbury. We have 
served the town at Zero Waste Day... a terrifically successful first effort. And we have carried one of our 
purple banners in the Memorial Day parade... and had some fun with our noisy kazoos!!

Now we are going a bit deeper into the meanings of this special birthday for our town and our 
church. The deacons are studying our original covenant. Over the summer and into the early fall they 
will be reflecting on its meanings and inviting us to affirm the intention of this original covenant in 
contemporary language and thinking. Because we come from so many religious backgrounds, soaking up 
these meanings can be a chance for each of us to appreciate the genius and the special challenges of being 
a covenantal church... a church that takes its promise to each other and to God to heart.

But ... we have been doing that already! To be a covenantal people is to have generous, 
respectful conversations with each other. We have worked at that this winter and spring and I am glad for 
that work. Pat Baldwin, our moderator and the chair of Council, has helped shape a time and space that 
has allowed criticisms of my ministry to develop into a constructive conversation about my ministry and 
our work together. I am grateful for the overall spirit of this work and for the hours that some of you have 
put into this conversation ... petitioners, Council, Deacons, PPRC. The good faith and the desire for the 
good of our community has been evident from all sides. I thank God for that work. I believe we are a 
more robust community because we have worked as we have.

We are entering the summer months. Our worship is more intimate and we have time for sharing 
at a different level on Sunday morning. With programming for children during the worship hour, we hope 
that every family will continue their heart tie to our church in these important months. But let’s also be a 
covenantal church…a church of promise and relationship… during this summer time... taking the effort to 
reach out to each other in friendship and service... staying involved in the important mission activities of 
our church and growing in our love and simple caring for each other.

Wishing you God’s peace,

Your pastor,

Pastor Jonathan

Tewksbury Congregational Church
June/July 2009
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Missions
-Submitted by Beth McFayden-

Mission Project Results (April and May)
• 4 heifers purchased through our annual Heifer Campaign
• 271 kits collected from 9 different churches at our second annual Church World Service Depot
• $1300 raised for Project Bread by the TCC Walk for Hunger Team
• Care packages sent to Florinda and Dario, our sponsored students in Guatemala
• 15 TCC volunteers served at the Community Pantry for the Postal Carrier Food Drive
• Another successful Mexico Mission Trip!
• More than 50 TCC volunteers participating in Zero Waste Day
• Lots of meals delivered to TCC members through the Dorcas’ Kitchen program
• Many bags of food collected and delivered to the Tewksbury Community Pantry
• Dinner served and brownies baked for LTLC in April and May

Zero Waste Day
TCC joined hands and hearts as more than 50 members volunteered their time and talent to assist with Zero 

Waste Day on Saturday, May 16th.  We’ll never truly understand the impact that we made on the clients of 
the eleven participating charities, but we’d love to share the following results with you:

• 400+ cars participating
• 3 box trucks carrying 13,000 lbs. of electronics recycling
• $602 for the 4th of July fireworks (through electronics recycling fees)
• 83 bikes for Bikes Not Bombs
• 3 box trucks full of donations for Wish Project of Lowell
• 1 box truck full of donations for each of the following charities: Mission of Deeds, Community Giving Tree, 

Lazarus House, Saint Vincent de Paul, Big Brother Big Sister, Boston Building Materials Resource Center
• 4 vans full of donations for Project Home Again (staffed by The Mother Connection)
• 4 pick-up trucks full of books and videos for the RARA and Dewing Got Books bins
• 2 SUVs full of donations for Nevin's Farm, MSPCA shelter

When you have a chance, take a moment to view the slideshow photos found on our website at 
www.tewksburycc.org/zerowasteday.

Summer Coffee Hour
Would you be willing to make and serve coffee on just one Sunday this Summer?  We need 
only 12 individuals/families/or mini-teams to offer their service.  Supplies (coffee, lemonade, 
cookies) are provided, although you are welcome to customize it in any way you see fit.  It’s 
even fine and dandy to just make cold drinks and not turn on the coffee pot.  Traditionally, on 
nice weather days, coffee is served on the front lawn and it is a lovely way to end our worship 
together.  Please consider this hospitality opportunity and select an available date on the 
Helping Hands bulletin board.

More Missions  �
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Missions
-continued-

Missions Committee Ongoing Project Updates:

LTLC Meal Serving Dates~ Thursday, June 11th, Sunday, June 14th, Thursday, July 9th and Sunday, July 
12th, Sunday, August 9th, and Thursday, August 13th.  Meet in the TCC parking lot at 4:45 to carpool.  
Contact Cathie Seaman (Sunday) or Jean Metcalf (Thursday) for info.

Brownie Baking for LTLC ~ Wednesday, June 10th, and Wednesday, July 8th and Wednesday, August 12th 
in the TCC Kitchen from 7:00-9:00.  If you cannot bake, perhaps you’d like to donate ingredients?  Sign-up 
sheets are located on the Helping Hands Bulletin Board.

Dorcas’ Kitchen ~ Do you know a member who needs a bit of TLC from TCC?  Contact Roberta Kane at 
978-667-4923 or Louise Gearty at 978-851-2590 and they will coordinate the delivery of a tasty meal with 
love from our church family.

Toiletry Collection ~ As you head out on summer vacation, perhaps you’ll be staying in accommodations 
that provide travel-sized toiletries.  If you do, be sure to bring those treasures back to TCC so that we can use 
them to create toiletry kits for LTLC.  The collection bin is located in the Narthex.

Food Pantry Collection~ Our summertime support of the Pantry is critical as they meet the needs of their 
growing list of clients.  Please consider bringing your non-perishable donations to church and we will deliver 
them to the Pantry for you.  Remember: No glass bottles, no expired foods, and no items in cellophane bags 
(like pastas) as they damage easily.

Mission Grant ~ In memory of Holly Bussey
The Missions Committee is pleased to announce that the Q1 $250 Missions Grant has been awarded to the 
Twin Cities Girls’ Academy in Fitchburg.  TCGA is a Christian Boarding and Counseling School for girls 
ages 13-17 with life controlling problems, including substance abuse.  Cathie Seaman applied for this grant in 
memory of our much loved Holly Bussey who passed away in March after personal struggles with addiction.
Holly deeply loved and was lovedby the children of TCC.  She often spoke of wanting to protect them from 
the dangers of drugs and alcohol so that they would not walk the difficult road she had traveled.  This grant is 
truly a gift from Holly and a symbol of her love and care for her church family.

Twin Cities Girls’ Academy is one of 170 Centers in the United States managed by Teen Challenge.  
Established in 1958, Teen Challenge has helped thousands of teenagers to make the right choices and lead a 
healthy Christian life.  For more information on this wonderful organization, please visit their website at: 
www.tcfitchburg.org.  

The deadline for the next $250 Missions Grant is June 30th.  Applications can be found online at 
www.tewksburycc.orgin the Missions/Outreach pages under Forms and Documents, or hard copies are 
available at the mailboxes, outside of the church office.
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MEXICO MISSION HIGHLIGHTS
-Submitted by Jean Carr-

The Mexico Mission team arrived back in Tewksbury on Saturday April 25.  The team had an amazing week 
of outreach to the local community by doing VBS, women’s time, passing out bags of food and even a day 
where men and women were invited to come to view a movie and hear praise and worship. 

Our first VBS day we saw less than 100 children, but the Tewksbury team was organized and provided not 
only a craft, but also a story where the teens acted along.  We saw many smiles on so many faces that day.  
On Wednesday, we offered the local women an opportunity to learn how to do self-breast exams, ask 
questions of our nurses and to also learn how to make a cross necklace.  That day we saw a little over 60 
women and babysat numerous children ages 5 and under.   Our musical teens also provided some 
entertainment for the women by singing English songs for them.  In the afternoon on Wednesday, our VBS 
kids returned, only this time there were approximately 120 of them!  Still our VBS team did an amazing job 
and each child walked away with handmade crafts and other goodies.  

Thursday was our day to distribute bags of foods to the locals. We broke into seven teams, each with a 
translator and off we went.  The day was windy and hot, but we were able to distribute over 300 bags during 
the course of the day.  Our final outreach occurred on Friday where we invited both men and women to come 
to our site and view a movie.  We had over 100 people attend and babysat over 80, 5 and under kids.  These 
adult outreaches hold a special spot for our team as last year was the first time they were offered and it was 
our team that did the first groups.  Since then, the outreaches have grown by leaps and bounds.  We saw 16 
people give themselves to Christ on Friday alone, it truly was amazing.

But our trip was not just about outreach.  We did construction as well.  Of course a trip to Mexico would not 
be complete without cement to mix and we were not disappointed. We poured the foundation for one of the 
walls that is being built around the team dorms, we poured a sidewalk of cement for one of the team dorms 
that has been built, we painted, we shoveled and we helped get a septic tank ready.  While some were 
constructing, others scooped bags of rice, beans and flour.  The rice, beans and flour come in 100 pound bags 
and then need to be put into bags of 2 -3 pounds.  We bagged all day and were able to create over 400 food 
bags each containing rice, beans and flour.  It was because of all our fundraising efforts and support that we 
were able to purchase so much food.  Thank You.  

Probably one of the biggest highlights for the team was our opportunity to go to Pastor Nacho’s church on 
Wednesday to worship with his congregation.  This year was especially special because many of our teens, 
along with Pastor Jonathan started the first ½ hour of worship by singing and playing their instruments.  

There are so many stories to tell of our trip and we have so many of you to thank for helping us make this trip 
successful.  Thank you to everyone whether you supported our fundraisers, became a prayer partner, helped 
one of our subteams get ready or if you just prayed for us on your own, it all made a difference!

The team would like to invite the congregation to attend a special evening of desserts and pictures on May 
31st at 6;00.  The team will supply the desserts and will show a slideshow of our trip.  Please join us.  For 
anyone interested in going on a trip, recruitment for the next trip will begin in September 2009, the trip is 
scheduled for October 9 – 16 2010.  The first 24 people who put down a $200 deposit will be part of the team.  
Children under the age of 16 must be accompanied by a parent.  Children 16 – 18 must be accompanied by a 
parent or team participant who is willing to take responsibility for the child.

More Missions  �
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Sunday School Happenings
-submitted by Rita Masters, DRE-

Mark Your Calendar
June  7 Last regular scheduled Sunday School classes
June 14 Youth Sundayduring Sunday morning worship a special worship time to celebrate all the

youth Ministry programs offered throughout the year
June 14 All Church Picnic – Fellowship Hall, after worship—Fun, Fellowship and Food!!
June 21 NO Sunday school classes
June 28 Mini Sunday Schoolbegins for preschool children through grade 2. Children will be                          
dismissed from worship after the “Children’s Time” to a classroom. This program will run 
June 28th through August 30th.   

Ways you can help this summer
*Help with child care in the Nursery
*Help teach in the Mini Sunday school
*Help with preparing supplies and material for the Fall Sunday school program

Some closing thoughts
This summer I will be stepping down from my position as Director of Religious Education. This has been a 
very rewarding and exciting time for me. Bob and I first came to TCC in January 1972. We had just moved 
to Tewksbury and our first place to worship was TCC. In the fall we joined TCC and I assumed my first role 
in the Sunday school as superintendent of the Sunday school. Margo Abbott, the acting DRE, told me being 
the superintendent would be a great way to meet new people. Not only has it been a great way to meet 
people, it has opened a faith journey I never would have imagined. To explain what I mean is something like 
one of those special gifts that is beautifully wrapped. As you open it up you find another wrapped gift and 
this just keeps continuing until the final gift is unwrapped. My role here at TCC has been many wrapped 
gifts: superintendent, junior and senior high fellowship leader, Sunday school teacher, RE board member 
and DRE. Each has been a wonderful gift from God and these many years have helped me to grow in my 
faith and allowed me to serve TCC. Thank you for allowing me to have been part of Christian education 
programs for over 30 years. I have been blessed.

Rita Masters, DRE

All Church Picnic Sunday, June 14 Sign up

____Yes, I plan to attend the picnic #_____ adults #_____children

I will bring a ______ salad or a _____ dessert to the picnic

Please leave in the church office or with your Sunday morning offering.
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Note from the Church Secretary …
-Submitted by Sue Howard-

Our association has been a long one--at least eight years. We share the same office with our desks separated 
only by a conference table.  When she’s working on a Sunday school project, I can hear the tearing and 
clipping of paper.  I also hear the rustle of supplies as paints are gathered, brushes, and various papers tested 
for color.  Sometimes she uses an array of bottled water colors, other times, it’s glue and colorful construction 
paper, all the time working in the background while I type on my computer.

Working with Rita, the DRE, has been a joy.  She is extremely creative. She assembles every project that the 
Sunday school children will work on in their classrooms to determine if the student is able to do it.  She’ll 
listen to every song that may come with a CD provided by Cokesbury, the publishing company that supplies 
our Sunday school material.  She coordinates meetings for her teaching staff, a dinner in December and a 
cookout in the spring.  She offers her teaching staff an opportunity to attend seminars, to have the most up-to-
date classroom material, and she welcomes every new family who wants their child to attend Sunday school 
at TCC.

Both of us love to cook and we love to eat!  Both of us enjoy reading food magazines and cookbooks.  I 
couldn’t have found a better office companion if I had ordered one specifically for the TCC church office!  
And now, Rita is retiring.  She will be greatly missed at our staff meetings, in the church office and as my co-
worker and friend.  Knowing how much joy she gets from her grandchildren, her daughters, Carolyn and 
Sarah, and how she enjoys traveling with her husband, Bob, I wish Rita the very best as she closes the door in 
the office and opens another in her life’s journey.

Crickett Foss and Rita Masters taken on 
Palm Sunday two years ago as they 
prepared to give out palms with the 
students.
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Junior Youth Group
By JOJO Scharmer

Junior Youth Group gives service…
As this year draws to a close, I have to say how proud I am of the Junior Youth Group kids.  We have had 
tons of fun, have grown closer to God, have become more aware of God’s Word and what it contains and 
have become more integrated with TCC as a whole.

We have two major events left and it is with sadness that I will see four youth graduate to the Senior Youth 
Group (Cody, Rob, Emily and Alex).  They will be tremendous assets to that program and I wish them the 
very best!

I wish everyone a blessed summer and cannot wait to see what God has in store for us next year.  
JOJO
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Message from the President
Hello, my name is Jennie Muse and I'm the president of TCC's Junior Youth Group (JYG). Being president 
has been such an honor.  My favorite part of being president was getting a say in what some of the JYG's 
trips and activities would be.  So far this year, my favorite thing we did was our Cape Cod retreat.  I got 
closer to God and got to experience the sunset like never before!  The opportunity to live in the same house 
with the other kids in JYG was one I will never forget.  Another thing we did was a backwards progressive 
dinner.  It was weird having dessert first and then the main course.  Meeting with the other officers at officer 
meetings was fun, yet at the same time made us look very mature. I felt a sense of pride fulfilling my duties 
as president.  I can't wait for another fun-filled year, but first I have a couple things to say.  1.) JoJo and 
Cricket - we love you and want to thank you so much.  2.) Emily, Josh, and Cody – you are great officers.  
3.) Thank you to all the parents who have helped us throughout the year.

Jennie Muse, 
Junior Youth Group President

Friendship Circle
-Submitted by Sarah San Clemente-

The ladies of Friendship Circle met earlier this month for a lovely brunch and program provided by Yvonne 
Hall. We also began the planning for next year and are pleased to announce the following events. In 
September we will host a "Welcome Back Potluck Brunch". In October we will be touring the fall 
foliage. In November we will be teaming up with Holiday Friends to make greens and crafts to sell at the 
Holiday Fair and in December we will again be hosting our Annual Brunch at the Holiday Inn.

We have decided to cancel our meeting in June due to hectic schedules and instead will meet in July for a 
Canal Tour - we will provide more information on that soon, but this is a great activity for children to
attend! Happy summer everyone!
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275th Anniversary Celebration Events
Submitted by Mary Lou Adams

Thanks to all who helped with our 275th Open House and Historical Society Exhibiton April 24 -
26, 2009. There was a wonderful sense of camaraderie among those who raked and readied the 
church grounds, painted and cleaned the hallway and vestry, and baked and served food during the 
weekend!

I thank you for the support you gave to our church by giving seed money, arranging publicity, 
baking, arranging flowers, or giving of your time. Special thanks goes to the Trustees, Ralph and 
Gail Bliss, Linda Bowley, Russell Adams, the custodians, and Sue Howard.

Look for more coming events to celebrate the 275th year of Tewksbury Congregational Church!

Finance Committee
-Submitted by Russ Adams-

Cash Flow Appeal
The cash flow (revenue intake vs. expense distribution) for the 2009 Operating Budget is running 
very close together. We need your help.

Keep your pledges current during the summer months. Prepaying and mailing your contribution are 
two options if you are going away on vacation or will not be in church.

For those who can, consider making an extra week’s pledge or donation. Include your intent in the 
note section of your check to assist the Financial Secretary, Michael Wildeman, in recording your 
contributions accurately.

Thank you for your consideration and continued support of our programs.
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UCC News Brief
--submitted by Christopher Jenkins-

The 27th General Synod of the United Church of Christ is June 26-30, 2009 in Grand Rapids, Michigan and 
there is still time to register. There will be several opportunities for service, presentations, entertainment and 
worship throughout the weekend and you can sign up for all or part at different rates. A key item of business 
will be discussions around unifying the government of the National Setting under a single Board of 
Directors. Currently, there are four Covenanted Ministries each with separate Boards of Directors. I attended 
Synod in Hartford in 2007 and very much enjoyed it, so I am going to Grand Rapids. More information can 
be found at www.ucc.org/synod.

Also, a change of leadership is coming to the Northeast Area of the Massachusetts Conference. Rev. Don 
Remick has been called to be our Associate Conference Minister as of August 1st. He succeeds Rev. Carol 
Atwood-Lyon who has been acting ACM since the departure of Rev. Dr. Mike Penn-Strah. Also, as of the 
Association meeting on May 3rd, Stephanie Muse and I are no longer on the Board of Directors. I continue to 
distribute an email calendar of public events in Association churches which is open to all interested 
members. If you wish to receive this calendar twice a month please go towww.tewksburycc.organd click 
"Andover Association Newsletter" under external links.

On a personal note, I hope all is well with everyone. I've been attending Rock Spring Congregational, UCC 
in Arlington, VA, but my membership and my heart remain in Tewksbury. I've heard that people have been 
asking after me and I very much appreciate it.

Blessings,
Christopher Jenkins

OUR BIG BANNERS 
Our big banners in the front of the church were created by a local sign maker for the theme of our 275th

anniversary.  They were hung as part of the preparation of our church welcoming the town on April 24th and 
26th.  The side banner was created for the Memorial Day parade.  Together they let the community know that 
we are the gathering church for the town.

The banners were commissioned by Council and paid for from several sources…the Friendship Circle, the 
Missions Committee, Membership & Enlistment, an individual donor and the Pastor through his discretionary 
budget.

Pat Baldwin, chair of Council
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BACK PAGE NOTES

In the Tewksbury Town Crieron 
Wednesday, May 20th, there were 
two articles of interest to TCC; one 
was about Tewksbury ‘going green’
and the other was ‘Mexican mission
trip brings joy near and far’both 
articles were on the front page of the 
paper. Beth McFadyen wrote a 
thank you note to the Editor 
thanking the organizers of 
Tewksbury’s Zero Waste Day and to 
the donors and many community 
supporters that made Saturday’s 
(5/16) event a huge success.  She 
writes:  “Our goal of 150 cars was 
far exceeded with more than 400 
donors driving through our drop-off 
loop in the High School parking lot.  
The eleven participating charities 
were thrilled with the quality of the 
donations of everything from 
clothing to baby gear, furniture to 
building supplies, and (almost) 
everything in between.”

On page 6 of this newsletter, Jean 
Carr provides an overview of the 
Mexico mission trip.  Jayne Miller 
of the Crier interviewed Sue 
Trudeau and Joanne Kenney for the 
write-up in the Crier.  The church 
office has a copy of the articles and 
if you would like to read them, 
please see Sue in the office.  

Donated bikes collected on Zero Waste Day – Photo
submitted by Donna Haines.

The 2009 Tewksbury Ecumenical 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be 
held at St. William’s, Monday, August 3 
through Friday, August 7th from 9:00am 
until 12 noon.

VBS is for pre-school children ages 4 and 
5 and elementary children ages 6-10.  
The cost is $25 for the first child and $15 
for each additional child in the same 
family.

This year’s theme is Crocodile Dockand 
Bible stories will focus on the following 
themes:

-God is with us.

-God is powerful.

-God does what He says He’ll do.

-God gives new life.

-God cares for us.

There are many volunteer opportunities 
at VBS for teens and adults.  

If you would like to register your child 
for VBS, please see Cathie Seaman or 
call the church office at 978-851-9411.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Don’t forget to let the church 
secretary (978-851-9411) know if 
you have a child graduating this 
year from high school or college.  
Information will be published in 
the June 14th bulletin.  


