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T C C From the Pastor…

Dear friends at church,

While we are still following football in our house (Betsy is a midwestern enthusiast 
for the sport, almost no matter who’s playing), we have recently moved a little more 
attention to basketball.  Either sport, any sport, is a good illustration of the nature of the 
spiritual life.  It is always played in a team spirit.  It is rarely worked on alone.

And so one of the challenges of the spiritual life is a common issue called 
“comparisonitis”....  Perhaps, like me, you have wrestled, at times, with this spiritual 
challenge ... looking sideways to others for our value and envying their gifts.  You may 
have looked over at the people who seem especially fervent in their faith.  “What do they 
have that I don’t have?” Or you may have been struck by someone’s ability to pray in 
public or their cheerful spirit.  Everyone has moments like this.

The apostle Paul had an image that he wanted his churches to think about.  He 
used the strongest sports image that he could think of.  He talked about a body in 
motion.  He said... if the body is made up of just one gift it could not be effective.  And if it 
has a bunion on its big toe it will not be able to make the high jump or throw the javelin.  
Be considerate of others.  Don’t envy their gifts.  And if they are hurting or in trouble, 
come to their aid.

Paul, then, wants us to change our focus.  If we are critical of others we need to 
see again that we are the body that honors its head, that honors Jesus.  It is his 
presence that takes our vision from ourselves and places it on others. 

He argues too for a renewed focus on others.  We need to look at them with eyes 
of service and not with eyes of uneasiness that lead to envy or to comparisonitis.

Friends, we are a team.  We are unified by our common experience of the sacred 
presence of Christ.  We are unified by remembering that we are placed together, a 
community of care, in scarce times and in plenty.  We are drawn together by a very 
special mission of love to our community and to the world outside our doors.

This is a moment to reflect that unified spirit in our work and to remember that we 
belong to God.

Warmly in faith,  your pastor,
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T C C
From the Church Secretary’s Desk
submitted by Sue Howard

Do you ever get an e-mail with church bulletin bloopers mailed 
to you?  Some of them are truly very funny. Did you know 
that if you google ‘church bulletin bloopers’ you would find 
10 pages of them or 26,900 bloopers?  Working as your 
church secretary since 2001, I can well understand how 
church secretaries can make errors that are worthy of 
having ten pages of their mistakes available for all to see.  

A church secretary’s day usually starts out fairly mild, but 
by ten, the pace picks up as I work on the bulletin and 
other various duties.  Interruptions are the greatest cause 
of a blooper and if it wasn’t for Cathie Seaman and often Sven Hyberts, 
I wouldn’t even be aware of my errors. It takes a ‘second or seasoned eye’ to 
find them.

Let me give you an example of an interruption.   The telephone rings and I 
answer it indicating to the caller that they have called the Tewksbury 
Congregational Church.   The caller asks: “What time will lunch be served?” I 
am somewhat taken aback by the question and tell the caller that they have 
called a church. The caller then says, “Oh, I thought I was calling the 
Tewksbury Country Club!”

Earlier in my career, a representative from W. B. Mason came to call.  He 
wanted to know how many other departments were here in the Town Hall.  
Another caller, calling on a cell phone, wanted the telephone number for St. 
William’s.

My job as your church secretary has been a rewarding one.  I am so glad that 
when I was laid off from my job in industry that I found a home here!  I’ve 
made so many wonderful friends and have enjoyed your friendship more than 
you will ever know.  You have been kind when I’ve made an error in the 
bulletin or ‘miss-spelt’ a word on the church sign or forgot to make enough 
copies for the Sunday bulletin.  You have made many of my days happy as 
I’ve joined members of the Ladies Aid for lunch or visited with Friendship 
Circle, and Holiday Friends for a cup of coffee or joined them for their 
Christmas brunch at the Holiday Inn.  

I am hoping that my retirement will not take me too far away from you.  I’ve 
loved every minute of my job and thank you for all your support, love and care 
throughout the many years that I’ve been your church secretary.
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T C C
Annual Deacons’ Chicken Pie Supper 

The Annual Deacons’ Chicken Pie Supper will be held on Saturday ,
February 6th in Fellowship Hall at 6:00pm .  This has been an annual event 

for 36 years and started by a former member John Ober in 1974 who 
coordinated the dinner for 25 years.  John and his wife, Bette, have moved from 
Tewksbury and retired to the Carrabassett Valley area in Maine. Last year John 
e-mailed the church office some interesting statistics about the dinner.  Eleven 
chicken pies were made in homes for the first event and the pie makers were 
Bette Ober, Jean Leighton, JoAnn Leitch, Margery Bennett, Rita Masters, Judy 
DeWitt, Margo Abbott, Eleanor Farr, Ivy Thompson, Miriam Clark and Yvonne 
Hall. 

Cup cakes were served for dessert.  There was an active serving crew of six 
men one of which was Dick Leighton.  John Ober, Gordon Bryant and James 
Millward were part of the kitchen crew.  Noel Metcalf was responsible for ‘the 
light and flavorful’ potatoes!

This year, as in the past, volunteers will start cooking chickens early Friday 
morning, February 5th.  The smell of onions, carrots, chickens and cooking liquid 
will fill the church.  Linda Wieselquist and Rita Masters will make the official 
Deacons Baking Powder Biscuit recipe and they will come into church very early 
Friday morning to begin the process.  

You are welcome to join this year’s annual dinner!  Tickets can be purchased 
from any of our Deacons or from the church office (978-851-9411). The cost is 
$8 for an individual, $6 for seniors and $30 for a family of five or more.  Come 
and participate in the fun and fellowship of one of TCC’s annual dinners!  If you 
cannot come to church, call and make reservation and pick up your tickets at the 
door.

Saturday

February 6 

at 6:00pm. 

New Member Classes scheduled:
•First session, February 21 from 3:30 to 5:00pm 
•Second session, February 28th from 1:30 to 3:00pm
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T C C
Annual Meeting Report

Submitted by Pat Baldwin, Council Chair

The Annual Meeting chaired by Moderator Pat Baldwin, was held on
Sunday, January 24, 2010, at 11:00am in the Vestry. Warrants passed 
included a modification of the allocation of funds from lease payments 
from the MetroPCS cellular antennae (77% of the proceeds to go towards 
deficit reduction), along with adoption of a balanced 2010 General Fund 
Expense (Operating) Budget as presented by Julie Marotte of the Finance 
Committee.

Two informational items were also presented.  One was on the visioning 
process being used by the Religious Education Committee to evaluate the 
present Christian Education program. The Committee’s long term hope is 
to raise the level of the Director of Religious Education’s salary and skills, 
and as a result, to grow the Religious Education program.

The second presentation was an overview of a Church Government 
Restructuring evaluation that is currently underway by a subcommittee of 
Council.  A more detailed information meeting is planned for February 21, 
2010 after worship.  Input from all members of this developing proposal is 
needed.  A proposed implementation schedule was presented, with a 
Special Meeting planned for March 2010 to approve bylaw suspension for 
a trail period.

A note from our Treasurer, Bob Masters

2009 was a challenging year for managing our operating budget.  Our 
income from pledges, rentals, and fundraisers were less than we had 
forecasted at the beginning of the year. Toward the end of the year, the 
Finance Committee asked all Boards & Committees to carefully manage 
their expenses, and they did just that.  In addition to reducing our year-
end expenses, the last week of the year saw a tremendous response from 
our pledges to significantly close the gap in pledged revenues. As a 
result, we ended the year in a slightly better cash position (approximately 
$2,800) for our budgeted expenses than we started the year.  That is very 
good.  It will  help us address our cash flow needs for 2010, another 
challenging year.  My thanks to all the Boards and Committees and to the 
members of the Congregation for a job well done!
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T C C
Ladies Aid
submitted by the Eleanor Corey

Ladies Aid continues to have a great time at their monthly luncheons.  In January 
we held a social auction that added over $60.00 to our treasury. Our Pastor spoke 
to us about overcoming loneliness and thoughtful ways to cope when we sometimes 
become overwhelmed in situations.  Pastor Jonathan reminded us that prayer is 
always an option as God is with us during the day and at night. Because the winter 
months seem long and daylight short, the Pastor’s talk was very encouraging.  

At our February meeting, members are asked to bring two-dozen cookies that will 
be delivered to our shut-ins wrapped in festive Valentine packages. 

Ladies Aid meetings are open to everyone. Come at noon, the second Wednesday 
of the month and enjoy a great meal with us.  

Friendship Circle

� Members of Friendship Circle met to discuss the Calendar Supper and events planned for the 
next few months.  Enough hosts and hostesses were assigned to the Calendar Supper and 
tickets were actively being sold.  Money earned will go into a fund to purchase furniture for the 
church parlor.

� As the preparations were being finalized for the supper, a certificate from the Tewksbury Board 
of Health was required before the meal could be served. We were asked if we had anyone who 
held a ServSafe certificate at TCC.  The office staff was not aware of anyone and it was decided 
to put this information in the church newsletter to determine if anyone attending TCC is certified 
in this area.  ServSafe is an on-line training course that provides important information to keep
food safe in an establishment. Once a person has taken the on-line course and passed a written 
test, a certification in food safety will be provided.  Please call the church office (978-851-9411) 
if you have this certification.  Currently the kitchen has been approved to serve meals for the 
calendar year through 12/31/10.  It is hopeful that should we have someone certified, it will be 
much easier to obtain approval from the Tewksbury Board of Health for future meals held in our 
facility.

� Volunteers from Friendship Circle cleaned TCC’s kitchen on Thursday, January 21st and earlier 
for two events that were planned.  Many of the plastic tablecloths were discarded if they were 
ripped or otherwise found unusable.  If a group is planning to use the church for an event, 
please note that you may have to purchase tablecloths, as there are not many matching ones 
available.  

� It is hoped that anyone using the kitchen will put supplies back where they belong. All of the 
cutlery drawers were cleaned and matching items stored together. Just a reminder that we 
don’t have a ‘Kitchen Committee’ and everyone’s help keeping TCC’s kitchen clean is greatly 
appreciated.
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T C C Religious Education
submitted by the Jim Kenney

The RE board is examining all aspects of our religious education program, 
Sunday School, Contemporary Youth Worship, Youth Fellowship, Adult 
Education, and the Nursery. Part of this visioning process will include interviewing 
and meeting with parents, teachers, church leadership and staff. If we have not 
already asked for your opinions and you want to give your input or suggestions, 
please speak with anyone on the RE board:

Marilyn SanClemente, Jim Kenney Carol Sturtevant.
Peggy Mello Stefanie DeLuca

Church School and Youth Programs
submitted by Sue Panilaitis, Director of Religious Education

Although winter tends to be a slower time of year, things are still happening here at TCC!

� On Wednesday, February 10th , JoJo Scharmer will be offering a workshop on “How 
to Listen to God” .  This class will be held in the parlor from 7 to 8:45.  Refreshments will 
be served.  Please RSVP to Sue Panilaitis (education.tewksburycc@verizon.net) so that 
the appropriate number of materials can be prepared.

� We would like to be able to extend the learning opportunities of adults through the 
Religious Education subsection of the church.  We are looking for adults who are 
interested in conducting a workshop for interested church members.  Along the same 
vein, we are also interested in collecting ideas of what individuals are interested in 
learning more about.  Please contact Sue Panilaitis if interested in leading a class or if 
you have opinions of what should be offered.

-continued next page

Parenting Classes
•Sunday, February 28th – 3:30 to 4:45pm
•Sunday, April 25th 
•Sunday, May 16th 
•Sunday, June 6th at the home of our DRE, Sue and Bruce Panilaitis (Time to 
be determined.)
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T C C Church School and Youth Programs
-continued

Contemporary Youth 
Worship Leader / C.Y.E. 
Director

Serena Santoro

Contemporary Youth 
Worship Leader

Betsy Goodell

Grade Six Teacher / 
Confirmand Mentor

Steve Richstmeier

Grade Five Teacher/ 
Confirmand Leader

Bob Masters

Grade Four Teacher / Senior 
Youth Group Leader

Steve Trudeau

Grade Three Teacher / 
Junior Youth Group 
Leader

Cricket Foss

Grade Two Teacher / 
Cherub Choir Director

Cathie Seaman

Grade Two Teacher / 
Cherub Choir Director

Craig Seaman

Grade One TeacherAnnette Eloi

Grade One TeacherNola Stewart

Kindergarten TeacherSarah San Clemente

Kindergarten Teacher / 
Cherub Choir

Sherry Fulton

Four Year Old Teacher / 
Drama Team Director

Marilyn SanClemente

Four Year Old TeacherJoanne Kenney

Three year old TeacherJulie Previte

Three year old TeacherMonica Kelly

Three year old TeacherStef DeLuca

Volunteer PositionName

� On Sunday, January 24th , Sunday School teachers, nursery volunteers, music directors, 
and other individuals who work directly with the youth, were honored with a light breakfast 
before church by the R.E. Committee.  These individuals deserve recognition for the many 
hours they have dedicated to the education of our TCC youth.  These individuals are:

Volunteer PositionName

Nursery VolunteerSue Fothergill

Confirmand LeaderDonna Haines

Confirmand MentorMike Wildeman

Confirmand Mentor / Sunday 
School SubstituteCarolyn Fialkowski

Birthday Card Program 
Coordinator

Pat Stoddard

Senior Youth Group LeaderAnnMarie Baldwin

Junior Youth Group Leader / 
Confirmand Mentor

Jean Carr

Junior Youth Group Leader / 
Confirmand Mentor

JoJo Scharmer

Jubellation Bell Director / 
Drama Team Director

Sue Dill

Junior ChoirBruce Panilaitis

Nursery volunteerNansi Sorano

Nursery volunteerSuzanne Spezzano

Nursery volunteerTracy Ingersoll

Nursery volunteerKelly Raso

Nursery volunteerLaura Holmes

Nursery volunteerTricia Keddie

Nursery volunteerSusan Slyz

Nursery volunteerJeanne Henson

Nursery volunteerBeth McFadyen

Nursery volunteerDebbie Adams

Nursery volunteer / 
Confirmand Mentor

Annette MacMullin
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T C C
Music Notes
submitted by Sue Dill, Music Director

Handbells

You may have noticed that we have several new ringers! We are happy to welcome 
Sheila Nelson and Sven Hyberts this year, along with Bruce and Sue Panilaitis. If you 
are interested in joining and learning how to ring handbells, see Sue Dill.

On the horizon for ringers is the Massachusetts Spring Ring, which is being held once 
again at Tewksbury High School. Save the date: the performance is at 7:00 in the gym 
March 20. The concert is free, and you can make a donation if you like.

Kids' Drama Team

The second session of the Kids' Drama Team is underway. The purpose of this group 
is to learn how to praise God through building performance skills in acting, movement, 
and singing. The group is open to a limited number of new members starting with the 
February 1 session. This session meets February 1, 8, 22 and March 1 and 8, 
culminating in a performance in worship in March. Look for KDT also in worship 
Sunday, January 31 and see Moses and Aaron releasing ten plagues on Egypt until 
Pharaoh finally relents releases God's people from bondage.

Singing: 911 !

If you'd like to improve your sound, be able to match notes better, or just get a clue 
about making music with your voice, come to a free singing clinic with Sue Dill. The 
clinic will be held Thursday, February 11 from 7:00 to 7:30 in the Fairgrieve 
Room. Please rsvp to Sue at musicmail.tcc@gmail.com if you are interested. Open to 
adults and older teens. 

Official Matters:
Don’t forget that reports are due to Christopher Jenkins on February 14th.  As stated in our bylaws:

3. Reports – The officers and the boards and committ ees of the Church and all organizations taking the 
name and working under the auspices of the Church s hall present a written report of the year’s activit ies 
to the Clerk of the Church, unless otherwise noted,  no later than 45 days after the close of the fisca l year.  
In addition, said organizations shall present prope r statements of their finances for the preceding fi scal 
year.

Christopher’s preferred method of receiving your report is in an MS Word e-mail attachment to 
Jenkins@gwmail.gwu.edu.
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T C C
Missions Committee
submitted by Beth McFadyen, Chair

� The Tragedy in Haiti
With sorrow in our hearts for the massive loss of life following the 
earthquake in Haiti, we find hope in sharing news that our sponsored 
student, Peterson Tanis, is safe.  New Missions, our Christian school 
sponsorship partner for more than 20 years, reports the deaths of one 
kindergarten teacher and four students out of their 9,000 enrolled.  Sadly, they too 
suffered monumental damage to their infrastructure, including their medical center, 
many schools, and 22 churches.  All buildings were damaged and many were 
destroyed.  To assist with their rebuilding efforts which are already underway, we 
have designated $500 from the Missions General Fund to be shared with New 
Missions.  If you feel so moved, you may make a donation through their website or 
by check with information provided at: www.newmissions.org.

A special collection for the UCC’s Haiti Relief Fund was taken during worship on 
January 17th and 24th and resulted in a overwhelmingly generous offering of 
$1696.25.  If you did not attend worship on those days, but wish to make a 
contribution, you are welcome to send your check, payable to TCC, to the church 
office, with the memo marked “Haiti Relief.” All funds received by February 15th will 
then be sent to the UCC’s fund, which supports on-the-ground organizations such as 
Church World Service and the local Haitian partners of the UCC’s own Global 
Ministries.  Your support is warmly appreciated.

� Blanket + Sunday ~ February 28th
Blanket Sunday has been a tradition in our church for more years than most can 
remember.  Although its name has changed from Blanket Sunday to Tools and 
Blankets Sunday, and now to Blanket+ Sunday, the mission remains the same… to 
help people in their greatest hour of need. Thanks to support from churches like 
TCC, Church World Service has the resources to pre-position care items throughout 
the world so that they are ready to respond swiftly when disaster strikes.  Indeed, 
CWS blankets began to arrive in Port Au Prince, Haiti within hours of the devastating 
earthquake, because they were stored just over the border in the Dominican 
Republic.  Now, tents, water filtration systems, medical supplies, sanitation 
equipment, and other basic human needs are following the blankets and offering 
comfort to the survivors. A special collection for the $5 blankets will be offered during 
worship on Sunday, February 28th.  If you are not able to attend on that day but wish 
to make a contribution, please send your check, payable to TCC, to the church office 
and mark the memo “Blanket +.” Our combined offering will be sent to CWS in 
March and will be reported in the April newsletter.
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T C C
Missions Committee
-continued

� Veterans of the Cross ~ The UCC Christmas Fund
Our Christmas Eve offering is dedicated to retired clergy and their spouses in times of 
financial hardship.  The 2009 offering was $883.41.  Warm thanks to all who 
contributed.

� Continued Support of The Lowell Transitional Living  Center
As you know, TCC has been supporting our local homeless population through service 
at the Lowell Transitional Living Center for several years.  Each month, two teams of 
members serve meals (prepared by LTLC) and we supply homemade brownies and 
milk for one of those meals.  Our hope is to expand TCC participation in this 
wonderful ministry by encouraging members to serve a meal on the second 
Sunday or Thursday of the month, to bake brownies o n the Wednesday prior to 
the second Thursday of the month, or to supply milk  or brownie ingredients to 
ease the financial strain of providing dessert. Those who have assisted with LTLC 
in any capacity have felt the warmth that service brings.

� Coffee Hour
Did you know that the proceeds from the basket contributions at coffee hour do two 
things?  We use them to purchase coffee supplies AND we use them to fund the school 
sponsorship program.  Please consider this when your TCC group borrows from the 
Missions supply closet.  We kindly ask that – if you borrow supplies during the week –
they are restocked before Sunday so that we have enough for Coffee Hour.  Also, 
please contact Marlene Gasdia-Cochrane at 640-6733 to inform her if you have 
borrowed Missions supplies.  Thank you for your consideration.

� Attention College Students!
Have you been considering an Alternative Spring Break?  If you are planning to 
complete an independent Mission Trip during your vacation week, please know that the 
Missions Committee would like to offer you a stipend.  As with all mission trips, both 
independent and church sponsored, the Missions Committee offers to reimburse you 
for 10% of your qualified expenses (travel, lodging, food, fees) with a cap of $100 per 
trip and per calendar year.  Applications are available online on the Forms and 
Documents page of the Mission and Outreach section of the TCC website.

� Missions Committee Current Projects:
LTLC Serving and Brownie Baking ~ Our February dates are Wednesday the 10th 
for Brownies, and Sunday the 7th (Superbowl Sunday!) and Thursday the 11th for 
serving.  To volunteer, add your name to the Helping Hands Bulletin Board, or help by 
supplying the ingredients needed to bake brownies.  Contact people are (brownies) 
Sherry Fulton, (Thursday) Jean Metcalf, and (Sunday) Cathie Seaman.
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T C C
Missions Committee
-continued

� Toiletry Kits ~ Your travel-sized toiletry donations (from business or pleasure travel) 
will be made into kits in late February.  If you have a stash at home, please bring them 
to church on or before February 14th.

� Dorcas’ Kitchen ~ Thanks to our cooking crew, the freezer is now stocked with hearty 
meals for our TCC family.  If you become aware of an individual or family in need of 
some TCC TLC, please contact Louise Gearty at 978-851-2590 or Roberta Kane at 
mammabo@hotmail.com to schedule a delivery.

� Zero Waste Day, 2010 ~ Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 22nd as TCC will 
again coordinate Zero Waste Day!  If you’d like to be involved with this year’s planning, 
please contact Beth McFadyen at bmcfadyen@comcast.net.

� Q4 Mission Grant ~ New Wilmington Missionary Confer ence
The Missions Committee is pleased to announce that the Q4 $250 Mission Grant has 
been awarded to the New Wilmington Missionary Conference .  For more than 100 
years, NWMC has been bringing together young people, ages 12-24, from across the 
globe for a week of study and reflection on the campus of Westminster College in New 
Wilmington, Pennsylvania.  More than 1000 young delegates, representing 35 
countries, attended the conference last year, and they came away with a sense of 
deepened faith and purpose through mission.  Some quotes from recent attendees 
include:  “NWMC makes Christ and His message so powerful for me – we are all 
missionaries!” and “It’s a break in my life into which God can speak.”

Russ Adams , a former Missionary Conference participant and crew member, applied 
for the Mission Grant with hopes to support this ministry from across the miles.  “As a 
resident growing up just outside New Wilmington, this conference was one of the many 
elements that helped shape my faith and belief in God.  I am delighted that its 
important work is continuing to reach today’s young people.” TCC’s donation of $250 
will help defray the expenses associated with the 2010 conference, scheduled for July 
24-31.  For more information, please visit their website at www.nwmcmission.org.

We extend our warmest thanks to Russ for bringing this wonderful Christian 
organization to our attention.  Perhaps a non-profit organization that is near and dear 
to your heart will be next?  The deadline for the Q1 $250 Missions Grant is Marc h 
31st. Remember, applications that are not chosen remain on file for future 
consideration.  If you’d like to apply, you can find hard copies of the application above 
the mailboxes outside the church office, or you can print an online copy through 
www.tewksburycc.org in the Missions/Outreach pages under Forms and Documents.
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T C C
Mexico Mission Team
- Submitted by Karen Geier

Our next mission trip to Mexico is getting underway with14 people on our team. 

� Again we will be looking to the congregation for prayer partners. We hope to have 
more activities with both the team and our prayer partners, so if you are interested, we 
will be having sign ups within the next few months.

� We are also having a fundraiser on February 15, 2010, at Skewers restaurant here in 
town. We will have handouts available, and all you have to do is go to Skewers on 
Monday the 15th from 4 to 8pm, order some delicious food and hand them the 
paper. They will share a percent of the total with our group. We hope to see you 
there.

� Our next meeting is February 7, at 4pm in the vestry.

Thank you so much for the 
blanket/shawl.  It’s beautiful 
and I can feel the love that 
went into it.  And thank you 
for all your prayers too.

From:  Sandy Mouser’s 
cousin, Kathy Darby

From the Mailbag… Thank you to everyone who provided 
me with a wonderful afternoon on 
Saturday, January 9th as I enjoyed a 
delightful tea.  There was so much food 
and so beautifully prepared.  I am still 
reading the recipes I received and so 
enjoy having them.  What a challenge it 
will be once I retire to start cooking 
knowing that I am using recipes that 
you’ve shared with me.  From your 
house to mine…

With love, 
Sue, your Church Secretary

Thank you for my prayer shawl.  Thanks for all the hugs and thinking of me.  
IT WORKED!! Your Christian friend, Macenzie.

(From Ken & Sandy Mouser’s 10-year old granddaughter.)



February 2010               |               Tewksbury Congregational Church           |          Page 14

T C C
Junior Youth
submitted by Youth Advisors JoJo Scharmer and Crickett Foss

SERVICE – Our middle name

Tewksbury Junior Youth Group is growing in faith, fellowship and fun!  And SERVICE is our 
middle name!  This year we gathered a huge donation of clean and new white socks for the 
homeless – with your contributions, we were able to present LTLC over 100 pair of socks 
while the youth, donning Santa and reindeer hats, passed out bags of candy hand-to-hand 
to the homeless men and women waiting for supper.  It was magical to see the connections 
being made.  Projects such as collecting and mailing Operation Christmas shoe boxes for 
third world children, making candy favor-pots for nursing home residents, assisting the 
Deacons at the chicken pie supper, creating home-made valentines for the home-bound and 
collecting loose change for the hungry, have also been a huge part of our service to God’s 
people.  And it does not end until the year is finished!  Future plans will include our yearly 
Pantry Scavenger Hunt, an inter-generational game night and a special out-door worship 
service for our families.  As members of the TCC congregation, we can be filled with pride 
for our middle-schoolers.  They have the spirit of giving in their hearts and it can only grow 
as they do – walking along the faith path with generosity, love and happy faces!  Amen!

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY (NOT A MISPRINT!)

"Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us be mindful of those who are 
without a bowl of soup to eat" 

This prayer is the inspiration to a youth-led movement to help hungry and hurting people 
around the world.  It was thought, why not use Super Bowl weekend, a time when people 
come together for football and fun, to also unify the nation for a higher good: collecting 
dollars and canned food for the needy? Youth could collect donations at their churches in 
soup pots, and then send every dollar DIRECTLY to a local charity of THEIR choice. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring believes that youth are not only the leaders of tomorrow, but can 
also be the leaders of today. It is our hope that by equipping young people with knowledge 
about hunger and poverty, we are guiding them to a lifetime of service.   Amen!

TCC Junior Youth group is excited about this year’s “Souper Bowl”.  We will be making our 
own bowls and on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7th, you can find us mingling with you at 
coffee hour.  We hope that you will reach deep into your pockets and donate your loose 
change.  Our target is a mere $50.00, but we know that $50 will feed a lot of people.  So, 
please be generous and help us meet our goal. 
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Above: Rev. Byungmoo Lee, 
(Pastor Moo) talks to the TCC 
congregation during the January 
annual Pulpit Swap, while  Pastor 
Jonathan was at Pastor Moo’s 
church – the United Methodist 
Church.

A snapshot of Sunday worshippers.

Photos! By Russ Adams

Christmas Eve candlelight service


