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S u m m e r t i m e 
… and the 

worship’n is easy

Join us on Sundays at 9:30am for 
some informal summer spirit.
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Dear members and friends,

Everywhere we turn in the scriptures we have reminders of ‘gospel math’… giving our 
selves whole heartedly and discovering God close to us in ways we may not have 
expected.  God’s love can come from so many quarters: 

• a lonely woman at a well is promised ‘living water’ by Jesus for an unquenchable 
thirst in her life!

• a widow feeding a prophet discovers there is enough food in time of famine
• Ruth caring for her mother in law discovers many of her needs are wonderfully 

cared for, including anchoring her life through marriage in a new home
• David, anointed to be king, honors the current king and discovers that God supplies

his needs ‘on the run’

You can’t ‘out give’ God… this is a corollary of gospel math.  As we give, God gives 
even more.  The point of pleasure that God seems to feel is that we take risks and 
step out in faith.  The rest works its way through in time, sometimes dramatically.

The generous life is also a corollary of being an outreaching church.  Being generous 
of spirit speaks to the heart of newcomers, guests, to our worship service.
• a genuinely kind heart, softness of spirit as we meet and greet another person
• a small, thoughtful gift.. at times we have offered a loaf of bread to a newcomer…

today we give a small book to a family having their child baptized
• an offer to pray for (and follow up with) a new comer’s concerns for prayer

Generosity is within our grasp, no matter our circumstance.  It is an open door to 
blessing and personal growth.  It is a door way to God.

Have a wonderful summer and hope to see you in church in our informal summer 
spirit.

Warmly in faith

Pastor Jonathan

From the Pastor…
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Youth Sunday will be held on Sunday June 13th.  
There will be no Sunday School.  Instead, all youth will be involved in the adult 
service in some way. 

Summer Sunday School
Although the official end of the Sunday School year ends on June 13th with 
Youth Sunday, starting on June 27th, there will be a one room Sunday school 
class that will run weekly and will be taught by a variety of individuals.  Classes 
will continue through August 29th, although there will be no class on July 4th.

Looking for Teachers
We are still looking for 1-2 teachers to help round out a team of three to teach 
the first grade class.  Though teaching does require some prep work, the 
teaching manual does a nice job of presenting background information on the 
lesson as well as several ideas for crafts or projects.  If you are interested in 
learning more about this volunteer experience, please contact Sue Panilaitis.  
She will be more than glad to answer your questions and show you the 
curriculum so that you can make an informed decision.  Initiating a conversation 
by no means commits you to this!

Church School, Youth Programs & Religious Ed
submitted by Sue Panilaitis, Director of Religious Education

Acting on behalf of TCC Mission’s Committee, 
Amy Cochrane and friend Faith Mulvey 
gathered items in a plastic shoebox to be sent 
to TCC’s sponsored student, Peterson Tanis. 
The shoebox drive was initiated by New 
Missions as a way to supply important hygiene 
supplies and healthcare items to thousands of 
children and their families in Haiti. 
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Friday June 11, 2010  7:00 PM
Tewksbury Congregational Church
Proceeds to benefit TCC Handbell Maintenance Fund
Tickets: In Advance - $10 Adults;  $8 Seniors & Children
At the Door - $12 Adults; $10 Seniors & Children

Reception following the performance.
Contact: Stephanie Muse 978-640-3918

Join New England Ringers 
in a joyous celebration of its tenth year as an ensemble! 

Don't miss the debut of DECADE, the exciting new piece composed 
by Michael J. Glasgow specifically to commemorate our first 10 years of ringing together 

and "ring in" the beginning of our next decade.
We invite you to celebrate with us!
TCC’s Ed Henderson, Jr. Director

Ladies Aid
submitted by JoJo Scharmer

Booklovers Enjoyed May Ladies Aid Meeting
Who doesn’t love a good book?  Two guests treated members of the Ladies Aid at their May 
meeting from the Tewksbury Library’s staff, Joanne and Helen, who  joined us for lunch and also 
talked about their ‘favorite picks’.  We came away with  a list of the most recent library ‘book 
club reads’ and their ratings.  For those of us  who love to read, we were given background 
information on various authors and  books that some of us had not read.  

Jackson’s for Jean
Jean Leighton loved Jackson’s On the River and she was in charge of the June meeting.  
However, since our Lord has called her home, members will go to Jackson’s in Jean’s memory.  
We’ll meet at 11:15am in the church parking lot to carpool to the restaurant on Wednesday, 
June 9th.  Jackson’s will provide each member with her own bill so plan on bringing enough 
money for lunch--$20 should do it!

No Meetings in Summer
Members of the Ladies Aid take the summer off ; we’ll return September 8th for our noontime 
meeting in the Vestry.  If you have any ideas for upcoming programs, please let Eleanor Corey 
know (978-851-2773) as sometime during the summer, Eleanor meets with the Board and they 
discuss upcoming events, including programs, fund-raising, and plans for the December fair. 
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Junior Youth
submitted by Youth Advisors JoJo Scharmer, Jean Carr and 
Crickett Foss

Retreat was Fun
It is hard to believe that as this newsletter goes to print, there are only two more meetings of 
JYG!! What a fun, faith-filled year we have had! This past month we had a week-end retreat 
held at our church. The theme was “Fruits of the Spirit” from Galatians 5:22-23 and there 
were plenty of fruit-based activities and lessons over the 3 day time period.

We would like to thank both Jim Kenney and Ed Willette for being our male chaperones with 
special thanks going to Jim for inviting us to his gym on that rainy Saturday afternoon. It 
evolved into the kids’ favorite activity. We also would like to thank the Carr’s for the use of 
their home for our final worship service and activities. The more the congregation gets 
involved with our youth, the better they assist in the faith journey on which these young 
people have embarked. “It takes a church…” So, if you have any time, any talent, any gift to 
share, please contact us. We would love to have you meet us and play with us!

Lunch Bag Supper
We enjoyed the use of the beautiful Friendship Garden this month, also. We participated in 
outdoor games and a picnic supper. The youth were assigned other members of their group 
to put together a lunch bag supper. It was fun to see everyone eagerly open their bags to see 
what treats were held inside! We then discussed being servants to each other just as Jesus 
has honored us by being our servant.

End-of-the-Year Pool Party
We are now looking forward to our outdoor worship service/rewards evening and our end-of-
the-year pool party at the Kenney’s home. God bless everyone.

Junior Youth Group collected needed 
items for the food pantry during an 
afternoon Scavenger Hunt around 
town.
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Your Missions Committee
submitted by Beth McFadyen, Chair

Water Buffaloes Purchased for Heifer
As of 5/9, Heifer total was just shy of our $2000 goal to purchase 8 
buffalos. We expect residual offerings to bring us over in the coming weeks. 
Sandi Watson from Heifer visited on May 23rd and brought a message of 
thanks to our Congregation, and explained how we have brought 8 families a 
sense of dignity and the power to give to others.  

1,000 Pounds of Kits Collected for Church World Ser vice
TCC acted as a Church World Service “Depot,” and collected more than 
1,000 pounds of kits assembled by local churches and civic groups to be 
shared with people in need around the world.  

Postal Carrier Food Drive had a Great Turnout
About 10 ten dedicated TCC people spent two-hour shifts inspecting, sorting, 
and stacking incoming donations at the postal carrier food drive.   The 
weather was rainy but the smiles on the volunteers were shining.

Want to Get Involved But Only Have a Little Time?  Become a Mission 
Project Coordinator!
Sign up for a one-time Mission project – like filling a shoebox with needed 
supplies, or coordinating special collections, or preparing and sending the 
coffee server schedule.  Get the whole family involved -- even little ones can 
make posters, count items, and assemble kits … and most of the work can 
be done at home.  Contact a member of the Mission Team to find out how 
you can help.

LTLC Brownie Baking and Service Dates
We’ll be serving at the LTLC on Thursday, July 8th and Thursday, August 12th 

in addition to Sundays.  Contact people are Cathie Seaman at 640-0101 
(Sunday meal) and Jean Metcalf at 640-9220 (Thursday meal).

Additionally, we will be baking brownies on Wednesday, July 7th, and August 
11 for the LTLC meals.  New bakers are always welcome to join us in the 
TCC kitchen.  Contact Carol Sturtevant at 851-4451 for more information and 
for summer baking times.

Going Grocery Shopping?  Why not pick up an extra bag of sugar, flour, or 
chocolate chips so the brownie team can bake brownies for LTLC.
Check the Helping Hands bulletin board for needed ingredients.
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Your Missions Committee
-continued

Walk For Hunger Results
Team TCC, lead by captain Jess Kenney, earned more than $1500 in support for the 
20 mile Walk for Hunger.  
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SUMMER HAPPENINGS!

June 19 , 4-6:00 pm, Parents of young 
children ages 8 and under, are invited to 
attend a fun-filled picnic here at TCC.  Along 
with picnic-themed food, there will be games 
and lots of giggles and laughter.

Summer Sunday 
school will begin on 
June 27th and will take 
place every Sunday 
until August 29th.

The time for summer Worship Services remains 
at 9:30 am.  We enjoy a casual spirit and 
sometimes have coffee and lemonade on the 
church lawn.

Remember, hunger and 
poverty do not take a 
vacation; we continue to 
serve at LTLC all 
summer long (see 
internal article under Your 
Missions).
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Sunday, June 20 th is going 
to be an exciting and 
wonderful day here at TCC.  
Not only are we honoring 
Dads, but two sweet little 
babies, Chase Deluca and 
Isabelle Previte are being 
baptized. Scheduled for 
dedication and blessings are 
our brand new Boards and 
Committees. Congratulations 
and thank you to all who 
have stepped up to serve!


