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Dear friends at TCC,

Faith always asks us to experience something
unplanned for and thoroughly free. We are
challenged to stop and make room for Someone, who
was not originally part of our plan. | suspect that
for many of you, as for me, this openness to God is
challenging...and yet it is deeply satisfying too.

The story of the birth of Jesus keeps giving us new
ways to think about this risk. The impulse that
launched three dignitaries toward Jerusalem, the
faith that caused Joseph to keep his promises to
Mary, the openness that created space in an elderly
couple, Zechariah and Elizabeth, for a new born
baby... these examples of faith are all about stepping
out into the unknown. AnNnd there is Mary’s faith...
a teen mother with so many uncertainties on her
hands, so much happiness at risk!

At the heart of it all is our willingness to give up
our known “happiness” for the unknown invitation
... with its challenges and joys. This is why faith
always asks for courage. And with the courage of
faith comes a new measure of life itself.

So | hope that in this season of Advent, Christmas
and new beginnings will come something that
surprises, challenges and opens up life itself to you.
Be ready to let go and to walk freely into the
unknown with our God... A

Warmly in faith,
Your Pastor, Jonathan
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LEADERSHIP UPDATE. Board of Ministries

By Bruce Panilaitis, Chair
Board of Ministries
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As we approach this moment as a church | want us all to recognize our fellow servants that have served on the
Board of Ministries over the past 18 months:
Pat Baldwin
Pastor Jonathan Goodell
Ed Henderson

Laura Holmes
Christopher Jenkins
Jim Kenney

Beth McFadyen
Ken Ramsdell
Sarah San Clemente

In Faith, Bruce Panilaitis, Chair Board of Ministries
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Board of Deacons
By LINDA WILLETTE (Chair of Deacons)

Each year, during Deacon’s Retreat, we decide on Scripture that seems to fit
our church, reflecting its growth and continued need to grow. Last year one
scripture chosen was from Ephesians.

This year we again chose this scripture from Ephesians 4:15

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every
respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ.

Speaking the truth in love. What does that mean? Whose truth are we
speaking? Our truth or God’s truth? And when and how should we speak it?

Jesus spoke the truth in love, didn’t he? Why are we so afraid to speak the
truth? Some of us are people pleasers, others conflict avoiders (aren’t we all
to some extent?). Some may hold up that mirror of truth only to have
another turn away. Sometimes, in Speaking the truth, we find we are
identified as the problem.

As a seekers of the truth, we must decide we will begin to question our
answers. In avoiding the truth, we enable others to behave in ways that may
not be healthy for them and/or others.

Needing to speak and identify the truth can be difficult. For me the hardest
part is discerning if I am feeling God’s truth OR my own. On more than 1
occasion I have discussed my concerns with Jonathan. Whose truth was this
that I was struggling with? Mine or His? And if it is His, how can I address
this speaking the truth in love.

So, if you find yourself in this dilemma, come and talk to Pastor Jonathan
and/or a Deacon. Don't ignore it or gossip about it. Let us all become the
“mature body of Him who is the head, that is, God.
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As you have seen in
recent editions of the Flash,
the Board of Ministries has
prepared a new Constitution
and set of Bylaws for the
church. Hopefully you have
all had a chance to read the
documents and watch the
PowerPoint presentation that
were attached to that
article. Now that you have
had a chance to digest these
proposals, the Board of
Ministries would like to
invite all interested persons to
an informational session
which will be held at 7PM on
Tuesday, December 13,
2011. This is the night of the
meetings of All Boards &
Committees and the plan is to
wrap up by 7:45 so that the
committees can begin their
meetings. This will be an
opportunity for both
questions and input from the
congregation. The Board of
Ministries will use the
feedback to make any
appropriate revisions to the
draft and recirculate the final
proposal prior to a vote to
approve the documents at our
278th Annual Meeting in
January. We look forward to
engaging in this dialogue
with you.

Christopher Jenkins

Moderator

TCC Connection

ANNUAL REPORT APPEAL

"The bylaws require me to issue the first official request
for annual reports one month prior to the end of the fiscal
year, pursuant to the following provision. Please email
your report to me in MSWord format (either .doc or
.docx is fine) by February 14th. Thank you.

Reports — The officers and the boards and committees of
the Church and all organizations taking the name and
working under the auspices of the Church shall present a
written report of the year’s activities to the Clerk of the
Church, unless otherwise noted, no later than forty-five
(45) days after the close of the fiscal year. In addition,
said organizations shall present proper statements of
their finances for the preceding fiscal year.

Christopher Jenkins, Acting Clerk

MYSTERY MEMBER

| live north of here
| have lots of pets
| love children
| need to goon a
diet
My favorite color is
red

G I have an
alternative mode of
transportation
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Toy Drive a Huge Success!
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The Blessings of our Women’s Groups and Our Church
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Coming in January....

You may be curious about some of the traditions and experiences that
make our church what it is. Membership and Enlistment is hosting three
‘after church sessions’ in the new year on getting to know our church (and
each other) a little better. Called ‘Ports of Call’ we will be sailing toward the
harbors of deeper understanding and greater joy in our life together. These
will be fun and informative, a chance to understand our life and worship
better. The classes can also be a great first step toward becoming more
active in our congregation... for newcomer and old timer alike! Come to

one, two or all three.

Our December Round Table!
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IF 1 COULD ASK GOD ANYTHING

Submitted by JoJo Scharmer
From If | could ask God anything... (Kathryn Slattery)
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JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS

The JYG wants to help the poverty stricken people of Haiti. As the country still has not recovered
from a massive earthquake last year, Haitians are lacking simple essentials such as spoons.

New Missions provides a hearty cooked meal at school. But, there are rules—good ones to protect
health and life. Each student must wash their hands before eating. Eating without a spoon is not the best
option for a child. Hungry, without a spoon, their eyes search for a friend who will let them borrow his or
her spoon.

This is an opportunity not only to give those children something that they do not have, but it is also an
opportunity to help our youth to connect with those who aren't as fortunate as they are, and to help them to
do the work of Jesus here on earth.

A spoon...what a blessing we can be with something so small. Go buy spoons...buy hundreds of
spoons! Buy them for the child, for their family, and buy them for the village. You can find them at yard
sales or thrift shops. And then, beginning January 15%, please place them in the bowls found around
church!

An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief,
finally asked him, "How do you expect to get into Heaven?"

The boy thought it over and said, "Well, I'll just run in and out and in and
out and keep slamming the door until St. Peter says, 'For Heaven's sake,
Jimmy, come in or stay out!'" From Butlerwebs (Children in Church)
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A Thrill of Hope
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Sunday December 4™
11:00 a.m. in the Parlor.
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